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1 Kings 17.8-16 
 
BIG IDEA:  

• Choose GOD, not the gods of this world [1 Kings 16:22 – 19:18]. 
 
INDIVIDUAL / GROUP DISCUSSION:  
1. Discuss the big idea of the series: How easy is it to choose the gods of this world, over 

Yahweh Elohim? List three of those ways: 

i. _________________________________________________________________ 

ii. _________________________________________________________________ 

iii. _________________________________________________________________ 

 
1. GOD WILL CONFRONT ANY ENEMY IN THEIR OWN TERRITORY TO SHOW THEM WHO IS IN 

CONTROL [1 KINGS 17:8-12]. 
 
READ 1 KINGS 17:9, 10 

Zarephath: 
Elijah was directed to Zarephath, a town on the Mediterranean coast between Tyre and 
Sidon in Phoenicia, the homeland of Jezebel (cf. 16:31) and the heart of Baal-Melqart 
territory. Zarephath was 80–90 miles from Kerith. Its importance here is that it shows that 
Yahweh had also produced a drought in Baal’s own home territory. God told Elijah that a 
widow would feed him (cf. Luke 4:25–26). Widows were usually poor people; normally they 
ran out of food first in a famine. This famine had been created by the drought. Therefore 
going to a widow for food was a strange directive.  

 
2. Keeping the big idea in mind, and the message being communicated in point 1 of the 

sermon, God seemed to intentionally be picking a fight with those who followed Baalism. 
Based on Exodus 20:5, and Deuteronomy 5:6-10, why do you believe that is?   
___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

 

3. Elijah was instructed in verse 9, to dwell in Zarephath. Given the church today is part of that 

Elijah Generation, where is Sidon for us today? _________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________  
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4. Based on verse 12, will the residents of Zarephath recognize who we are, and what does 

the phrase dwell in Zarephath look like for members of today’s Elijah Generation? 

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. GOD CAN USE THE MOST UNLIKELY SOURCE TO PROVIDE FOR HIS PEOPLE [1 KINGS 
17:13-16]. 
 

 Spend a time exegeting 1 Kings 17:14. Discuss this verse thoroughly as a group. 

 

5. Why do you believe God chose to perpetually provide for this widow who lived in Zarephath 

until he caused it to rain again? __________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

 

6. Does verse 14 communicate a transferrable principle to people today who are part of the 

Elijah Generation?   Yes ____   No _____ 

Why or why not? _____________________________________________________ 

  ___________________________________________________________________ 

  ___________________________________________________________________ 

  ___________________________________________________________________ 

 
INDIVIDUAL / GROUP PRAYER:  

Spend a few minutes in prayer thanking God for His provision in the midst of the drought.  
 
 
NOTE: You can listen to Sunday’s message on the RCF Network on demand @ 
www.rcfnetwork.com or www.rcfministries.org. 
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